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usic and sports aresg
intertwined it’s hard
to imagine one with- |
out the other. Boston
mmmm  fans sing “Tessie”
and “Sweet Caroline” to rally
the Red Sox. The Alan Par-
sons Project greets the Bulls,
“One Shining Moment” gift. |
wraps the Final Four. Theac- |
tion on the field has a builtin |
sound track—a perfect score, !
It works the other way too: Sportsis
infused in music as much as music igin- i
fused in sports. Last year John Fogerty was
honored at the National Baseball Hallof
Fame on the 25th anniversary of “Center-
field.” This month singer-songwriter Terry.
Cashman will receive the same nod for
“Talkin’ Baseball.” In recent years Fenway
Park has been a literal bandbox, hosting
shows by Springsteen and the Stones,
among others; in 2005, Jimmy Buffett (a
monster Cubs fan and part-owner of a ming
league team) played the first concerta
Wrigley Field. Joe Frazier crooned, Bernie
Williams strums, Ron Artest and Kob
Bryant rap (unfortunately) and for
defensive tackle Mike Reid churns ou
beautiful country melodies. And the lis
of artists with sports-themed songs sp
the breadth of popular music: Bob Dylan
Jay-Z, Woody Guthrie, Leadbelly, Comm
New Order, Miles Davis, the Pogues, Snoclm
Dogg .. .and on and on. =
That is the rich vein from which Sl has
mined its first collection of Sports’ Gri
est Hits. These aren’t stadium anthe
(no Gary Glitter here) or novelties (sor
“Super Bowl Shuffle”), These are song;
serious artists who used sports as s
and metaphor, rated for both the m
and their message. Many are by g
storytellers with wonderful tales t
The philosopher Umberto Eco s:
we like lists because they bring ord
chaos and make us fee] immortal:
we know that rock 'n’ roll will never:
Read on, then, and live forever.

GO TO SI. U '|." 1
TO HEAR SAMPLES OF THE SONGS
ON SI'S ULTIMATE PLAY LIST A
DOWNLOAD THEM FROM ITU
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WHAT ARE THE BEST
SPORTS SONGS OF ALL TIME?
IT°S TIME TO FACE THE MUSIC
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38 DID YOU SEE JACKIE
ROBINSON HIT THAT BALL?
Buddvj’ohnson Orchestra, 1949

» Two years after Robinson broke the color
barrier in baseball came this assertion of
pride in an African-American ballplayer
by a black bandleader. It climbed ag high
as No. 13 on the charts, a measure of the
excitement Robinson brought to baseball
but also a window into the changing cul-
tural scene in America,

3 THE BALLAD OF EDDIE KLEPP

Chuck Brodsky, 1996

» Brodsky special-
i izes in wonderful
;. folk songs about
baseball. In this
one he keeps alive
§ the memory of the
. first and probably
the only white player to appear in the
Negro leagues. Brodsky misspells his

l

hero’s name—it’s Klep—but he gets the
record straight on the born-under-a-bad-
sign ballplayer who faced reverse racial
discrimination as a pitcher for the Cleve-

land Buckeyes in 1946.
£|- LEVITATE
Bruce Hornsby

and the Noisemakers, 2009
» Hornsby composed
this tune for his score
for Spike Lee’s 2009
documentary Kobe
Doin’ Work. It revisits
the basketball theme

that Hornsby—a

starting center atjames Blair High in Wil-
liamsburg, Va., in the early 1970s—mined
decades earlier i.n “Rainbow’s Cadillac” and
“The Old Playground.” Only this time the
king of the court is headed for the NBA,
because, as the song goes, “We been puttin’
our time in while you playin’ games? n
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